
 

 

   

CASE STUDY 

Hokkaido University

Blended learning of English language 

Hokkaido University (Sapporo, Japan) offers 
English language courses where freshmen review 
and prepare online, and interact face-to-face in 
class. In these blended learning courses, students 
use computers only outside of class. During class, 
students are on their feet, choosing conversation 
partners, and saying phrases they learned in 
advance at home.  

 

Adventures Abroad – Glexa version 

Hokkaido University expects 
students to actively review 
and prepare for classes. 5% 
(130 out of 2600) freshmen 
do so by using Adventures 
Abroad – Glexa version 
(Chieru: Tokyo), an eLearning 
adaptation of the successful 
textbook (Fuller and Cleary 
(2009) Adventures Abroad, 
Macmillan LanguageHouse: 

Tokyo). Adventures Abroad – Glexa version 
includes most material from the print and DVD 
edition plus (a) explanations on why and how 
to learn, (b) multiple varieties of each learning 
task, presented in the order of difficulty, and 
(c) tasks where the student records phrases. 
The print version is limited to 4 pages per lesson 
unit, but the Glexa version has no such constraint. 

Listen — drag the phrases 

Students learn why they do the task (e.g., "You 
need to know what restaurant workers talk about, 
and how they say it.") and how they do the task 
(e.g., "Listen to the conversation. Sawako is 
ordering a meal at the Corn Dance Café in Santa 
Fe. Drag the phrases in the order you hear 
them."). An instructor using a print textbook in the 
classroom would say these instructions. Adven-
tures Abroad – Glexa version encourages 
autonomous and flipped learning by explicitly 
stating the reason and steps for each task. 
Students remain motivated because they are 
constantly reminded of their learning objective. 

 
Listen — capture information 

Students start with easy tasks and progress to 
harder tasks. Instructors can choose assignments 
based on the students' proficiency, class time, 
homework load, and whether the task is for review 
or preparation.  
How you do the task 
Listen to the conversation.  
Type or choose the phrase for each person. 

 



 

 

   

Cityscape — view travel destinations 
High-quality video is popular among students as a 
enjoyable reward towards the end of the learning 
cycle. During video playback, Adventures 
Abroad – Glexa version asks questions with-
out warning, similarly to teachers cold-calling 
students. Students remain vigilant throughout the 
video program. 

If training to respond quickly is of interest, Adven-
tures Abroad – Glexa version can measure the 
length of time a student spent before responding. 

How you do the task 
Watch the video. Occasionally, questions 
appear on the screen. Answer questions 
within a certain length of time.  

 

 

Say the conversation 

Adventures Abroad – Glexa version simulates 
conversations. Students hear a question, and 
immediately say their answer. This is one of the 
hardest tasks. It is also a task that students can 
fairly reliably assess themselves — that is, when 
students feel they did well, they usually did 
(self-assessment is accurate at about 80%). 
Students who succeed in simulated conversations 
tend to do well in face-to-face conversations. 

Students prefer simulated and real conversations 
because they can be creative and because they 
perceive they are being graded fairly. This is one 
reason why courses using Adventures Abroad – 
Glexa version won teaching excellence awards at 
Hokkaido University. 

Why you do the task 
You need to ask questions and to answer 
them. Questions have many possible 
answers. 

How you do the task 
Listen to each phrase, then say your answer. 

 

Plans 

In 2011, Hokkaido University selected Glexa for 
its main online language learning platform. When 
Hokkaido University replaces its on-site computer 
servers and clients during summer 2015, Glexa 
may be used for courses other than language 
learning, such as biology and computer science, 
so that students may take lectures at times and 
places of their choosing, and engage in hands-on 
activities in class. 

Contact 

Questions and comments may be addressed to: 
Goh Kawai, PhD, Associate Professor, Center for 
Language Learning, Hokkaido University, email: 
goh@kawai.com, http://goh.kawai.com/. 
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